
Faculty of Health Sciences (University of Ottawa) Hosts Great Bilingual 

Education & Research Symposium 

by Isabelle Giroux, PhD, PHEc, RD 

The bilingual education and research symposium “Collaborating for inclusive and 

high-quality social and health services for official language minority 

communities” took place on November 20th and was a real success with 170 

people registered from across Canada. It started with undergraduate and graduate 

students presenting research posters from 4:00 to 5:00 pm at the Lees FHS 

campus of the University of Ottawa.  

The hybrid component of the event took off at 5:00 pm in person and via Zoom. 

The software Wordly was used to facilitate an inclusive and bilingual discussion 

around official minority communities and how we collaborate to support more 

inclusive and accessible social and health services. 

It was organized by the Groupe de recherche sur la formation et les pratiques en 

santé et service social en context francophone minoritaire (GReFoPS) in 

collaboration with several partners, including the Consortium National de 

formation en Santé (CNFS) – Volet Université d’Ottawa, the Faculty of Health 

Sciences at the University of Ottawa, the Institut du Savoir Montfort, the Société 

Santé en français, and others.  

The bilingual symposium on official language minority communities brought 

together many stakeholders including learners, professors and other educators, 

placement supervisors, employers, researchers, and partners to discuss barriers 

and facilitators to quality care for everyone.  

Many resources were shared, including virtual interprofessional simulation 

modules on the active offer of health and social services in official languages.  

The scientific committee finished the evening with six learners receiving awards 

for their research poster presentation.  

https://www.grefops.ca/collaborating_inclusive_services_olmc.html
https://www.grefops.ca/collaborating_inclusive_services_olmc.html
https://www.grefops.ca/collaborating_inclusive_services_olmc.html
https://www.grefops.ca/collaborating_inclusive_services_olmc.html
https://www.grefops.ca/collaborating_inclusive_services_olmc.html
https://cnfs.ca/
https://cnfs.ca/
https://www.uottawa.ca/faculty-health-sciences/
https://www.uottawa.ca/faculty-health-sciences/
https://www.grefops.ca/virtual_simulation_modules_active_offer.html
https://www.grefops.ca/virtual_simulation_modules_active_offer.html


The event was made possible with the generous support from CEWIL Canada, the 

CNFS – Volet Université d’Ottawa and the Faculty of Health Sciences of the 

University of Ottawa.  

For more information, please contact Isabelle Giroux at igiroux@uottawa.ca  

 

 

What I Learned by Attending this U Ottawa Symposium Online 

by Mary Carver, P.H.Ec. 

2. Nutrition Sciences plays a big role in healthcare. Home Economists can help! 

3. Many patients are discharged from hospital with instructions they can not read 

as they are not printed in their language; 

4. Cultural needs are often not met or understood when patients seek health care; 

5. Artificial Intelligence (AI) is great to translate French to English on a Zoom 

presentation.  Translation is immediate, script appears and disappears quickly on 

your screen. One needs sharp vision to keep up but it is amazing and worthwhile. 

6. We have excellent researchers working to advantage healthcare in Canada.  

7. We must all do our part. How can Professional Home Economists help? 

7. Super Symposium organization by  Isabelle Giroux, PhD, P.H.Ec. RD 

mailto:igiroux@uottawa.ca


 

November Report from Isabelle Giroux, PhD, PHEc, RD 

The bilingual education and research symposium “Collaborating for inclusive and high-quality 

social and health services for official language minority communities” took place on 

November 20th and was a real success with 170 people registered from across Canada. It started 

with undergraduate and graduate students presenting research posters from 4:00 to 5:00 pm at 

the Lees FHS campus of the University of Ottawa.  

The hybrid component of the event took off at 5:00 pm in person and via Zoom. The software 

Wordly was used to facilitate an inclusive and bilingual discussion around official minority 

communities and how we collaborate to support more inclusive and accessible social and health 

services. 

It was organized by the Groupe de recherche sur la formation et les pratiques en santé et 

service social en context francophone minoritaire (GReFoPS) in collaboration with several 

partners, including the Consortium National de formation en Santé (CNFS) – 

Volet Université d’Ottawa, the Faculty of Health Sciences at the University of Ottawa, the 

Institut du Savoir Montfort, the Société Santé en français, and others.  

The bilingual symposium on official language minority communities brought together many 

stakeholders including learners, professors and other educators, placement supervisors, 

employers, researchers, and partners to discuss barriers and facilitators to quality care for 

everyone.  

Many resources were shared, including virtual interprofessional simulation modules on the 

active offer of health and social services in official languages.  

The scientific committee finished the evening with six learners receiving awards for their 

research poster presentation.  

The event was made possible with the generous support from CEWIL Canada, the CNFS – Volet 

Université d’Ottawa and the Faculty of Health Sciences of the University of Ottawa.  

For more information, please contact Isabelle Giroux at igiroux@uottawa.ca  
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